
APPENDIX 5 
 

 
Extract from Schedule 3 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 1982 (as amended) 
 

Grant, renewal and transfer of licences for sex establishments 

10 (1)An application for the grant, renewal or transfer of a licence under this Schedule shall be 

made in writing to the appropriate authority. 

(2)An application made otherwise than by or on behalf of a body corporate or an 

unincorporated body shall state— 

(a)the full name of the applicant; 

(b)his permanent address; and 

(c)his age. 

(3)An application made by a body corporate or an unincorporated body shall state— 

(a)the full name of the body; 

(b)the address of its registered or principal office; and 

(c)the full names and private addresses of the directors or other persons responsible 

for its management. 

(4)An application relating to premises shall state the full address of the premises. 

(5)An application relating to a vehicle, vessel or stall shall state where it is to be used as a sex 

establishment. 

(6)Every application shall contain such particulars as the appropriate authority may reasonably 

require in addition to any particulars required under sub-paragraphs (2) to (5) above. 

(7)An applicant for the grant, renewal or transfer of a licence under this Schedule shall give 

public notice of the application. 

(8)Notice shall in all cases be given by publishing an advertisement in a local newspaper 

circulating in the appropriate authority’s area. 

(9)The publication shall not be later than 7 days after the date of the application. 

(10)Where the application is in respect of premises, notice of it shall in addition be displayed for 

21 days beginning with the date of the application on or near the premises and in a place 

where the notice can conveniently be read by the public. 

(11)Every notice under this paragraph which relates to premises shall identify the premises. 

(12)Every such notice which relates to a vehicle, vessel or stall shall specify where it is to be 

used as a sex establishment. 



(13)Subject to sub-paragraphs (11) and (12) above, a notice under this paragraph shall be in 

such form as the appropriate authority may prescribe. 

(14)An applicant for the grant, renewal or transfer of a licence under this Schedule shall, not 

later than 7 days after the date of the application, send a copy of the application to the chief 

officer of police. 

(15)Any person objecting to an application for the grant, renewal or transfer of a licence under 

this Schedule shall give notice in writing of his objection to the appropriate authority, stating in 

general terms the grounds of the objection, not later than 28 days after the date of the 

application. 

(16)Where the appropriate authority receive notice of any objection under sub-paragraph (15) 

above, the authority shall, before considering the application, give notice in writing of the 

general terms of the objection to the applicant. 

(17)The appropriate authority shall not without the consent of the person making the objection 

reveal his name or address to the applicant. 

(18)In considering any application for the grant, renewal or transfer of a licence the appropriate 

authority shall have regard to any observations submitted to them by the chief officer of police 

and any objections of which notice has been sent to them under sub-paragraph (15) above. 

(19)The appropriate authority shall give an opportunity of appearing before and of being heard 

by a committee or sub-committee of the authority— 

(a)before refusing to grant a licence, to the applicant; 

(b)before refusing to renew a licence, to the holder; and 

(c)before refusing to transfer a licence, to the holder and the person to whom he 

desires that it shall be transferred. 

(20)Where the appropriate authority refuse to grant, renew or transfer a licence, they shall, if 

required to do so by the applicant or holder of the licence, give him a statement in writing of the 

reasons for their decision within 7 days of his requiring them to do so. 

 

Refusal of licences 

12 (1)A licence under this Schedule shall not be granted— 

(a)to a person under the age of 18; or 

(b)to a person who is for the time being disqualified under paragraph 17(3) below; or 

(c)to a person, other than a body corporate, who is not resident in the United Kingdom 

or was not so resident throughout the period of six months immediately preceding the 

date when the application was made; or 



(d)to a body corporate which is not incorporated in the United Kingdom; or 

(e)to a person who has, within a period of 12 months immediately preceding the date 

when the application was made, been refused the grant or renewal of a licence for the 

premises, vehicle, vessel or stall in respect of which the application is made, unless 

the refusal has been reversed on appeal. 

(2)Subject to paragraph 27 below, the appropriate authority may refuse— 

(a)an application for the grant or renewal of a licence on one or more of the grounds 

specified in sub-paragraph (3) below; 

(b)an application for the transfer of a licence on either or both of the grounds specified 

in paragraphs (a) and (b) of that sub-paragraph. 

(3)The grounds mentioned in sub-paragraph (2) above are— 

(a)that the applicant is unsuitable to hold the licence by reason of having been 

convicted of an offence or for any other reason; 

(b)that if the licence were to be granted, renewed or transferred the business to which 

it relates would be managed by or carried on for the benefit of a person, other than the 

applicant, who would be refused the grant, renewal or transfer of such a licence if he 

made the application himself; 

(c)that the number of sex establishments in the relevant locality at the time the 

application is made is equal to or exceeds the number which the authority consider is 

appropriate for that locality; 

(d)that the grant or renewal of the licence would be inappropriate, having regard— 

(i)to the character of the relevant locality; or 

(ii)to the use to which any premises in the vicinity are put; or 

(iii)to the layout, character or condition of the premises, vehicle, vessel or 

stall in respect of which the application is made. 

(4)Nil may be an appropriate number for the purposes of sub-paragraph (3)(c) above. 

(5)In this paragraph “the relevant locality” means— 

(a)in relation to premises, the locality where they are situated; and 

(b)in relation to a vehicle, vessel or stall, any locality where it is desired to use it as a 

sex establishment. 

 
 
 
 



Power to prescribe standard conditions 

13 (1)Subject to the provisions of this Schedule, the appropriate authority may make regulations 

prescribing standard conditions applicable to licences for sex establishments, that is to say, 

terms, conditions and restrictions on or subject to which licences under this Schedule are in 

general to be granted, renewed or transferred by them. 

(2)Regulations under sub-paragraph (1) above may make different provision— 

(a)for sex cinemas and sex shops; and 

(b)for different kinds of sex cinemas and sex shops. 

(3)Without prejudice to the generality of sub-paragraphs (1) and (2) above, regulations under 

this paragraph may prescribe conditions regulating— 

(a)the hours of opening and closing of sex establishments; 

(b)displays or advertisements on or in such establishments; 

(c)the visibility of the interior of sex establishments to passersby; and 

(d)any change of a sex cinema to a sex shop or a sex shop to a sex cinema. 

(4)Where the appropriate authority have made regulations under sub-paragraph (1) above, 

every such licence granted, renewed or transferred by them shall be presumed to have been 

so granted, renewed or transferred subject to any standard conditions applicable to it unless 

they have been expressly excluded or varied. 

(5)Where the appropriate authority have made regulations under sub-paragraph (1) above, 

they shall, if so requested by any person, supply him with a copy of the regulations on payment 

of such reasonable fee as the authority may determine. 

(6)In any legal proceedings the production of a copy of any regulations made by the 

appropriate authority under sub-paragraph (1) above purporting to be certified as a true copy 

by an officer of the authority authorised to give a certificate for the purposes of this paragraph 

shall be prima facie evidence of such regulations, and no proof shall be required of the 

handwriting or official position or authority of any person giving such certificate. 

 


